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Honorable Ban Ki Moon
Secretary General 

United Nation Organization                                        Date: 24 February 2009
Head Quarters

First   Avenue  at 46th Street
New York, NY 10017. USA
Your  Excellency,

The Baloch Human Rights Council strongly condemns the cowardly attack on the life of the famous Baloch writer Jan Mahmad Dashti. The BHRC has learnt that a few weeks ago Pakistani Military Intelligence operatives had paid a visit to the offices of Daily Asaap  of Quetta founded by Mr. Dashti. They threatened  the staff unless they change their editorial policy and toe the official government line they would not be treated kindly by the authorities.  Daily Asaap ignored this threat. It should be noted that  Jan Mahmad Dashti  has been frequently reminded by the high officials of the state security agencies that either to mend his ways or be prepared to face the consequences. In  the light of these brazen threats it is not surprising for anyone to draw the logical conclusion as to who is responsible for this crime. It is interesting that Lashkare Jhangawi, a fundamentalist militia group, which is generally believed to be a subordinate organization of the  Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) of Pakistan, has claimed responsibility. 

 

The BHRC, therefore, once again calls upon the United Nations and the international human rights organizations to take notice of this action and the criminal motives behind it. This is not only an assault on free speech but a terrorist attempt to silence and eliminate all Baloch writers and intellectuals. We demand that the UN sets up an enquiry commission to probe the atrocities committed by the Pakistani state establishment against the defenseless people of Balochistan.

With profound regards,

Muhammad Akbar Barakzai                                                   Samad Baloch
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