First of all I would like to sincerely thank CAMPACC and Lady Kennedy for organising this meeting and giving us the opportunity to explain our country’s situation.
I would like to start by talking about our trial first.
One of the most ridiculous things about our case and trial was that the CPS has tried to deceive the jury into thinking that we were Al-Qaeeda. We are everything that Al-Qaeeda hates. We are secular people. We are not extremists; we are proud to be Muslims but that has nothing to do with our struggle for the freedom of our country. Maybe the prosecution was trying make the jury prejudiced toward the Baloch struggle, but I am glad that the jury have taken the side of the truth and justice by acquitting me of the terrorism charges unanimously. The credit however goes to our legal teams who have worked tirelessly to make the jury understand that this case was totally different then what the prosecution was trying to portray. During my trial I felt like it was not only me and Mr Marri on trial but it was the Baluch nation versus Pakistan – we have put the state on trial and won with pride and dignity. That is why the victory in this trial I believe is the victory of Baloch nation as Nation and Baloch National struggle of Freedom.
I really believed that if the international community knew what was happening in Balochistan they would help us. But after my arrest I have begun to think that I was naive. I was being prosecuted in a democratic country like the UK for running a website, which was basically aimed to bring the plight of the Baloch nation to the world’s attention, and for exercising my freedom of speech. The CPS has acknowledged, as has the British government, that the Baloch have been subjected to acts that are tantamount to war crimes and yet I was the one who had been arrested and banged up in UK’s high security prison for months, only for trying to inform the world about the abuses that were taking place in my country. I feel that the Baloch are just victims of a complicated geo-political situation. There are many countries that have their own designs and interests in our region because of the geographic and strategic importance of Balochistan and our natural resources. 
The website I ran is called Balochwarna. Balochwarna’s aims are simple – we want to bring news of what is happening in Balochistan to the international community’s attention. We want to engage and inform human rights groups around the world about what is happening in our country. 
The stories of our people are often not reported in the National and international press. It is very difficult for the press to report from Balochistan. They are not granted the necessary press permission to report from there. If they get in they are harassed and intimidated and often kicked out. This what happened to Carla Goll of the “New York Time” and Willem Max of DH net, both were detained and got their visas revoked and finally sent back because they wanted to report on the situation in Balochistan. The Pakistani government has blocked all the websites with information relating to Baluchistan, its history and culture. Baloch journalists, writers and intellectuals are often threatened with dire consequence if they speak the truth.
An example is Munir Mengal a Baloch journalist who wanted to set up a Baloch TV channel so that he could help his nation. He was arrested and suffered horrible tortured at the hand of Pakistan’s intelligence agencies. Munir Mengal’s story has been widely publicised by International media and he is supported by reporters without borders and amnesty international. He gave evidence in our trial.
There have also been treason charges brought against Baloch historians, such as Dr Naseer Dashti Baloch who merely compiled two books discussing the history of Baloch nationalism. The government of Pakistan confiscated all copies of the books and put a complete ban on displaying them in any book stores in Pakistan. 
On February 24, 2009, Dr Naseer’s brother Jan Mohammad Dashti and his driver were seriously wounded when gunmen opened fire on them. Jan Muhammad Dashti is a Baloch poet and an author. Media sources reported that Jan Dashti was attacked by Lashkar-e-Jhangvi an Islamic extremist group who are believed to be sponsored by ISI. 
Development without consultation of Baloch people

Balochistans so called development is widely considered as a curse rather than a blessing. The majority of people in Balochistan believe that this development cannot either lead to prosperity or to the achievement of basic human rights for the people of Balochistan. The pretense that the living standard of Baloch can be raised through the initiation of mega-projects and the plans that forcefully try to exploit the natural wealth of Baloch lands is an excuse, the purpose of these projects is to enrich foreign and Pakistani business interests.  

These include first, to placate the fears of donors in the West; secondly, to relieve the demographic pressures in the Punjabi highlands; thirdly, as a way of securing western borders and above all to counter the Baloch national aspiration by a drastic shift in the population of Balochistan. The exploitation of oil and petroleum reserves and the recognition of Gwadar as a potential economic and commercial center has encouraged a whole range of planned colonization schemes to attract investors and migrants to the region. The improvements in communications and links to the region have already triggered off a spontaneous and unregulated flow of migrants seeking opportunities in the territory. The Baloch know from bitter experience that these projects will not benefit them. 

The Sui gas reserves in the Bugti area of Baluchistan is another example of the exploitation of Baluchistan’s wealth. Gas was discovered in Sui in 1952 but the people of Balochistan have not been allowed to benefit from this resource. Even people of Dera Bugti and Sui who live only few meters from gas pipelines are forced to bring wood from mountains on their heads. The Punjab and the North West Frontier regions of Pakistan despite of being thousands miles away from Sui are however benefiting from cheap gas piped from Baluchistan. 

The exploitation of Baluchistan’s natural gas reserves has left the Baloch desperately poor. None of the agreements to invest a share of the profits in schools and infrastructure are respected. This is due to corruption and government policy but also organized discrimination against the Baloch. 

The Baloch have experienced, in the past, the development of Baloch cities such as Karachi and Quetta in Pakistan occupied Balochistan as well as Bander Abbas and Zahedan in Iranian occupied Balochistan. These areas were once wholly populated by Baloch however neither of these developed cities can be claimed as Baloch cities today. The Baloch are now living in the slum areas of these cities having no say in economic, political and social matters. The development of Chahbahar as a port city in the 1970s is changing the demographic picture of the city and today Persian settlers are controlling 90% of economic activities there. The same will happen to the Gwader port city very soon. In other words migration has become ethnic flooding and as in Tibet this is systematically changing the Baluch into a minority in their own homeland. Under the pretext of religion and Islamic brotherhood one nation is occupying another nation – I mean by this that the Punjabis and Persians are occupying the Baluch nation.

Signs of occupation

After the illegal occupation and division of Balochistan the Balochi language was replaced by Urdu and Persian as the national languages. None of the countries in which the Balochi language is spoken give it official status or use it in their educational systems. 

Even though the Balochi language is the primary language of Balochistan, it is not taught in schools Baloch children are forced to read, write and speak in Urdu and Persian. Those that teach Balochi to school children are systematically persecuted. The war against Balochi culture has even extended to the persecution of our poets. 
Apart from that my people live under siege surrounded by garrisons and check points so that they cannot even go about their daily business without being hassled, abused and worse. Instead of schools and hospitals Pakistan is building army garrisons. I believe these are the most visible signs of occupation. The soldiers in the garrisons are there to exert the control and authority of Pakistan over us. 
  The army, frontier constabulary and intelligence agencies are a law unto themselves, meeting out abuse and violence. These agencies indiscriminately fire upon peaceful protesters, they torture and disappear suspects. They are untouchable. The Baloch cannot turn to the courts as the system is corrupt and judges in Balochistan are too scared to stand up to the security agencies. They think they are above everyone and everything. It is accepted by most commentators on Pakistan that the army and the ISI will always run the country. They are the “the state within the state”. They are always there and always running things, sometimes visible and sometimes less visible but always present. 
That is why the policy of the elected governments toward the Baloch has generally not changed over decades. There is no reason to expect it to change anytime soon. If anything they have more reasons than ever before to keep Balochistan weak and under occupation because they will benefit more than anyone from the untold wealth of my country. We know already that locals from Gwader town have been expelled and the army generals gifted themselves valuable plots of land around Gwader. Balochistan is nothing but a get rich quick plan for Pakistan and its army; the people of Balochistan are an inconvenience; this is why I believe Balochistan needs to be Independent once again and free from Punjabi and Persian occupation. 
One of the reasons that our occupiers will never let us be independent is because they are too afraid to lose control over the billions of dollars worth natural resources in Balochistan. That is why currently Pakistan’s army which world’s fifth largest and equipped with never ending supply of weapons from the west is carrying military offensives all over Balochistan. Pakistan has a long history of brutal repression in Balochistan; indiscriminate bombings and disproportionate response, for example when rockets were fired during Mharraf’s visit in kohlu town, the Pakistan army’s response was brutal they wiped out several villages in the whole region of kohlu and Dera Bugti. I believe it is mass murder and collective punishment. This is a war crime and a crime against humanity.
Mass force-disappearance and forced-displacements of my people have taken place in Balochistan by both Iranian and Pakistani government intelligences services. In Pakistan occupied Balochistan our people have taken to the streets to protest against the injustices that they suffer; mothers, sister, daughters have sat for days on hunger strikes hoping for the news of their loved one who have disappeared – instead some received the dead bodies of their loved ones and some are still waiting for their the news of their sons, brothers, fathers and husbands. Where as in Iranian occupied Balochistan the execution of my nation continues at the hand of Iran’s fundamentalist regime in Tehran. Thousand have been executed in the last couple of years and many are now, as I speak, awaiting execution. 
Pakistan’s dirty Nuke
Pakistan tested its deadly Atomic Bomb in occupied Baluchistan on May 28, 1998, without any consultation with the people of Balochistan. The government has still to this date not allowed the WHO in to study any risk to the Baloch people from these tests. 
It is widely believed that Balochistan has become Pakistan’s nuclear waste dump. Now spare a moment for people of Chagai town and just try to imagine the devastation of the environment and the ill effects on the people caused by the nuclear explosions there. The high doses of radiation are harmful and causing various diseases like leukaemia and cancer. What is awaiting future generations of Baloch in terms of exposure to radiation and the often accompanied birth defects, people in that region had faced the worst draught there were no crops to be grown. Baloch families, particularly newborn babies, were born with serious health problems in those areas.  
The message I am here trying to convey is that the Baloch, recognised as a separate and distinct people have suffered a brutal and lengthy occupation. Our lands have been confiscated, our resources are being stolen, and our young people are discriminated against and denied education. We have only ever asked for the same rights as all other peoples. We have only ever asked to be heard. We have a right to have a say in our future and the future of our country. The Pakistani government has only ever had one real answer to the legitimate demands of the Baloch and that is violence. They persecute and murder our activists. People of all ages are dragged from their homes and disappeared and tortured. Our towns and villages are destroyed using laser guided weaponry supplied by the west. When possible we have tried to protect ourselves through the political process but this is not possible. The natural wealth of Baluchistan is so great and the strategic position of Baluchistan is so significant that the Pakistani army who run the government will never recognise our rights. We need your help. We need your support. The British government’s response to our suffering was to prosecute me and Mr Marri for just talking about it and highlighting our cause. Fortunately an ordinary British jury saw through this and found us not guilty. We now want you to help us tell the world about Baluchistan our struggle for independence and to stop the Pakistani army killing another generation of Baluch. 
I thank you all for being here today!






