Zardari via Nationalists via Baluch populace
Africa is a paradox, which illustrates and highlights neo-colonialism. Her earth is rich, yet the products that came from above and below the soil continue to enrich, not Africans predominately, but groups and individuals who operate to Africa’s impoverishment.
On Oct 23, patriot President of Pakistan, Asif Ali Zardari stressed the requirement of peace within the relentless region of Baluchistan, in-order to pave way for oil and variations of natural resource exploration to take place. The President also added that the economy of Pakistan cannot be sustained until and unless energy reserves are comprehensively secured, indirectly pointing out elements of Baluch nationalists, who have been preventing any kind of oil and energy explorations in the region, not only since post-Musharaf era. Its rich energy resources, gas deposits and mineral resources such as, coal, iron copper, and more recently the port of Gawadar – has been increasingly important to the state of Pakistan. An estimate of eighty percent of the gas is being provided to the country by the province: cumulative royalty from gases from Baluchistan amounts to US $114billion every year. This is why the presence of military and paramilitary troops has increased tremendously, followed by the influx of foreign and non-indigenous workers. This act has ignited the nationalist movement even more. However, now the present central government of Pakistan is keen to conduct mutual consensus amidst the nationalist forces to preserve developmental programs that are worth on immensely massive scales – promised to re-generate billions and billions of Rs worth revenue to their stake holders – China being the primary mechanism. 
Now, the prime motive to assess this new revival motive of Zardari led establishment to re-define peace factors in the vast-rich province of Baluchistan is to undermine all human violation, abductions and extra-judicial killings of the poor and non-governing Baluchi class population. President Zardari, whom by most political analysts in the West has been considered as the ‘last nail in the coffin’ in Pakistan’s existence, has said to forgiven ex-President of Pakistan, Pervez Musharaf for imposing the state’s and his own personal iron fist on Baluchistan (He had no authority to do so). More sadly, numbers of the nationalist forces in Baluchistan are seemingly beginning to acknowledge the President’s non-transparent emotional appeal to bring about peace and harmony in the region, so he is eventually not the only one being blamed or accused for in-appropriate decision making, not only with regards to developmental aspects in Baluchistan but above all for the Baluchistan populace. 
Today, in South West of Pakistan, the struggle to impose security and calm is considered to be the top issue, when it comes to ‘foreign policy agenda.’ Among all top nation’s, Pakistan is considered to be amidst these nation, which intends to ensure its energy dilemma, and making efforts to exploit the country’s own energy resources, and to construct a new deep sea port in Gawadar, enabling it to dominate a keen place, in-order to arise as a concrete distributor in Asia.  The economy of Pakistan is highly dependent on its gas deposits: Estimation of gas in 2006 exposed the presence of gas to be 28 trillion cubic feet – as much as 19 trillion cubic feet (68%) were located in Baluchistan – producing upto 45 percent of Pakistan’s natural gas, from which it only consumes an estimate of 17 percent. Now it is that 17 percent of natural consumption that is required to be dealt with, and I’m not only pointing out the government of Pakistan with regards to these consumption or any other unfair energy/gas re-distribution within Baluchistan, for that fact is very eminent. I’m simply pointing out the Baluch nationalist forces especially the governing body not to undermine the real genuine, concrete power in Baluchistan i.e., the people of Baluchistan, settled in the rural parts of the domain especially in Kohlu and Dera Bugti, where settlers mounting upto thousand! Have migrated to other parts to save their lives and prevent their family from further losses. Families who have lost their beloved sons, husbands and brothers are the one’s that are required to be brought within the peace dialogue and to be compensated. At the same time the tribal elders need to speak up rather then merging themselves under Zardari’s led government umbrella, just so that they can increase their personal equity, discarding the interest and welfare of the lower population as history portrays itself. 
Ahmad Marri

Analyst

London

